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Actors prepare to leave on the 5 mile walk from Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Mission, TX, to the mission chapel
of La Lomita where hundreds go to Confession, and a Passion Play is held followed by a barbeque. Over 2,500

attended this 26th celebration of
the event.

The Oblate leadership of the three  provinces
in Canada and the U.S.  Province, CROCUS,
met the week of March 5th in Washington

D.C. Provincials and Vicars of these four provinces con-
tinue to search for ways to minister more closely together
and to continue to share personnel. Committees have
been formed to investigate which ministries of the four
provinces are most significant for our future as a region
and most identifiable of our Oblate charism. A commit-
tee of ministry with youth and young adults continues to
look at ways this ministry can be enhanced in the
Canada-U.S. region.

Oblates ministering in Alaska, Tijuana, Oakland
and Los Angeles gathered at the Poverello Retreat Cen-

ter to update each other on their diversity of ministries. Prison min-
istry and educating lay leaders due to the shortage of religious and
priests are characteristic of Oblate ministry in Alaska.

In Tijuana the plan to turn over to the archdiocese the church,
community center and medical clinic that the Oblates have devel-
oped continues as scheduled (cf. OMIUSA  March 2018, pp12-14). Ob-
lates continue to minister to the youth, with attention especially to 30
young men who are discerning a vocation to the Oblates.

Oblates Warren Brown, Art
Flores, Mary Lou Anderson,
HOMI (in sun- glasses), Oblate
Pastor Roy Snipes, Oblates Louis
Studer and Don Bernard can be
spotted in the last row.

The Oblates were given
Texas hats by the Pastor as
gifts for celebrating Mass at the
parish on this Palm Sunday,
March 25, 2018.

CROCUS, outside the Oblate Chapel at the Basilica/
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, L-r: Ken Forster,
Lacombe Provincial; Luc Tardif, Notre Dame du Cap Provin-
cial & CROCUS President; Danielle Brisson, CROCUS Ex-
ecutive Secretary; Ken Thorsen, Lacombe Vicar Provincial;
Lou Studer, USP Provincial & CROCUS Vice President; Pawel
Ratajczak, Assumption Councilor; Alfred Grzempa, As-
sumption Provincial; Jim Brobst,  USP Vicar.Cotinued on page 2
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Continued on page 3

Our ministry in the heart of Oak-
land at Sacred Heart parish continues. This
primarily African American inner city is
served by Bill Mason, a veteran of such
ministry.

Our two parishes in San
Fernando are ministry centers for 17
Masses each weekend. The six Oblates,
along with two semi-retired Oblates, are
busy throughout the week with marriage
preparation, counseling, spiritual direc-
tion and all the other regular duties of a
pastor in these large, primarily Hispanic
parishes on  Los Angeles’ east side.

 Oblate Associates, San Antonio, TX
Two persons made their first

commitment as Oblate Associates on
Feb. 11 at a Mass in OST’s  Chapel.
36 others renewed their commitment.
The Oblate Associates in San Anto-
nio, founded in 1959, are the oldest
Associate group in the U.S.!

Houston, TX

The Oblates staff two large par-
ishes in Houston and, although flood
damage to the churches was minimal,
they were able to give assistance to
many in the area through the generous
gifts of our mission supporters.  Once

again, the Mazenodian Family members
helped the Oblates here in their efforts
to bring relief to those who knocked at
their doors, and many others as well.

At Immaculate Conception Par-
ish, Henry Walker, Pastor (and profes-
sor at the diocesan seminary), Sal De
George (RAM status, which in his case,
is defined as Reduced Administrative
Ministry; he keeps very busy with min-
istry), and David Uribe minister to about
1,200 families.

David led the Oblate Associates
on retreat and five of them renewed their
commitment at Saturday evening Mass
on Oblate Day, Feb. 17.

At Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish Tim Paulsen, Pastor,
assisted by Joseph Benedict
Aluthwatte, celebrate six
Masses each weekend.
Both have become fluent in
Spanish and find time to give
frequent pastoral assistance
in the neighboring parishes.

Note:  The following re-
ports are a summary from
the Oblates themselves
who gave updates on the
ministry they are doing at
the province Spring meet-
ings.

San Antonio, Province Meeting
 Senior Oblates at Madonna

offer their prayers and sacrifices in
growing older with all the medical is-
sues they are facing daily.  Charlie
Banks, with the assistance of Bob
Wright especially, but other Oblates
there as well, do a great ministry of
accompanying our guys who have
given many years of  dedicated minis-
try in the province and all over the
Oblate world.

Oblate School of Theology
continues to be a very attractive, edu-
cational experience for Religious and
Diocesan seminarians, lay faith forma-
tion leaders in parishes and educational
institutions all over the world.  The
training provided for church leaders is
widely recognized and appreciated,
especially in Hispanic ministry.  Over
3,000 persons each year attend the
many lecture series of theological up-
dates offered by OST.  Generous
grants to the school continue to help
make many of the excellent programs
offered possible.

In New Orleans, the Oblates
are engaged in parish and Shrine min-
istry, hospital chaplaincy ministry, lay
leadership training, campus ministry,

From the Provincial
Continued from page 1

Fr. Studer speaks with nuns from the Buffalo, NY area (see p. 11)

Art Flores, OMI, blesses palms in Mission TX
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ministry with the poor on the streets,
and the African American community.
The St. Jude Community Center, spon-
sored and coordinated by the Oblates,
feeds about 140 homeless persons each
day.

Oblates in Eagle Pass and
Laredo work with immigrants in these
border towns.  ACTS retreats for adults
and teens are held; a large group of Ob-
late Associates are very active in minis-
terial outreach, with about 100 Associ-
ates participating in various  ministries.
Immigrants from several Central Ameri-
can countries knock on the door need-
ing assistance.

Nino Lajo, Director of the His-
panic Development Program and chap-
lain to the many visitors who visit the
Lourdes Grotto and Tepeyac Shrine, con-
tinues to engage our Hispanic donors
through his ministry of writing appeal
letters.  As many as 1,500 attend Mass
at the Grotto on Sunday.

Tewksbury, MA Province Meeting
The Oblate presence  began

in  Buffalo, NY, in 1851 with Oblates
being sent there by St. Eugene him-
self.

 St. William’s Parish is home to
1,200 parishioners.  St. Eugene Resi-
dence is home to Oblates active in itin-
erant preaching and ministry in the Bos-
ton archdiocese.

IHM Residence sponsors nu-
merous activities for 30 senior Oblates,
including a monthly educational piece
on issues of healthy aging for the Ob-
lates, led by Greg Cholewa, Coordi-
nator of Oblate Elder Care.

St. Joseph the Worker Shrine
hosts a monthly meeting of young adults
who are involved in “Purity of Heart”
Theology of the Body. Over 150 young
adults are regularly present at the Shrine

to meet and pray there.  The Oblates
hear 10,000 confessions each year at
St. Joseph the Worker Shrine!  The
Sacrament of Reconciliation has be-
come one of the main ministries at the
Shrine.

The Shrine works with other
area organizations assisting refugees
from the Mideast who need help as a
result of persecution because of their
Catholic faith.  The Shrine has also
worked with Homeland Security to help
those who have been rescued from hu-
man trafficking,  providing needed sup-
plies so they can begin a new life in the
Boston area.

The Garin Residence is
home to senior Oblates, some of
whom minister part-time at the

From the Provincial
Continued from page 2

Jim Brobst, Saturnino Lajo, Geri Furmanek, Lou Studer, Frank Santucci,
Billy Morell, Artie Pingolt , Mary Lou Anderson (HOMI).

Leaders of the eight groups the Mazenodian Family in the province, Jim
Brobst, Art Flores and Lou Studer, Oblates; Mary Lou
Anderson, Honorary Oblates; Billy Morell and Nino Lajo, Mis-

sion Supporters; Artie Pingolt, Oblate Partners; Jesse Esqueda (by phone)
the Oblate Affiliates; David Muñoz, Oblate Youth; Geri Furmanek, Ob-
late Associates and Employees met in San Antonio on Feb. 9, 2018, to lay
the groundwork to celebrate the 2019 Year of Vocations and for the province-
wide Oblate Convocation planned for April 2020. Oblates Frank Santucci
and David Muñoz will  plan the events of the Year of Vocations and Juan
Ayala will chair the committee to plan the Convocation.

Shrine, at local parishes, and with
the Asian community.

The residence in Washington
D.C. has a “home team” and an “away
team.”  Numerous activities keep the
“home team” busy: ministry at the
Shrine, digital archiving, parish ministry
in the area, coordinating the local Ob-
late Associates, OMI/USA newsletter,
spiritual direction, help with the provin-
cial administration, professorship at a
long-distance university, ministry in the
Finance Department, Justice, Peace,
Integrity of Creation ministry - both lo-
cal and international - the Oblate Invest-
ment Pool, Pontifical Mission Society
— and that’s just the very busy “home
team”  The “away team” — well,
they’re “away” and busy being “away”!
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Jubilarians attending were:

Jubilee celebration held in San Antonio Approximately 500 persons
attended the first of the Oblate
2018 Jubilee Mass

celebrations, which took place on April
10 in the Oblate School of Theology’s
Memorial Chapel in San Antonio, TX.

Twenty jubilarians were present
to mark either their ordination to the
priesthood or the profession of first
vows as Missionary Oblates.  David
Kalrt, OMI, presided as principal
celebrant, while Richard Hall, OMI,
was homilist.

Ordination:
Oblates Amador Lopez, Edward
Vrazel (65 yrs.), Vincent Louwagie,
Clyde Rausch, Paul Wilhelm (50 yrs.)

Richard Guerra, Manuel Villrreal
(40 yrs.) Richard Hall (25 yrs);

1st Vows:
Oblates Teodoro Pfeifer, Cornelius
Scanlan, Harry Schuckenbrock (65

yrs.), Don Arel, Eugene Cañas,
Isidor Garcia, David Kalert, Bishop
Michael Pfeifer (60 yrs.), Jose
Torres (50 yrs.), Warren Brown,
Kevin Collins (40 yrs.), Lawrence
Mariasoosai (25 yrs.)

Photo,  l-r:  Bishop Michael Pfeifer, Oblates Richard Hall, Cornelius Scanlan,
Clyde Rausch, Vince Louwagie, David Kalert, Lawrence Mariasoosai, Richard
Guerra and Art Flores; kneeling: Victor Manuel Patricio-Silva

Photos Clockwise:
* Bishop Michael Pfeifer
* Cornelius Scanlon, Porfirio
Garcia, Vincent Louwagie, Jim
Fee;
* Raul Salas, Peter Alphonse,
John Castro;
* Saturnino Lajo, Charles
Banks, Raymond Mwangala,
Amador Lopez.

Photos from Irma Noyola, Patricia Lanfranchi
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Chula Vista Associates hold
annual Day of Recollection

From website: www.omiusa. org

Seventeen  Associates from Most
Precious Blood parish in Chula Vista,
CA, four visiting Associates from San

Fernando, CA, and nine guests  attended an
annual retreat on March 10, 2018.

Frank Santucci, OMI, who holds
the Kusenberger Chair of Oblate Studies at
OST in San Antonio, TX and  is also the Pro-
vincial Chairman of the Mazenodian Family
Committee, was the retreat preacher.

The  Associates  renewed their com-
mitment for one more year.  Christina Solis
from San Fernando made her first commitment as an Oblate
Associate.

“There are now a number of areas in the USA where
Oblates no longer minister, but Associate groups continue living
the charism of St. Eugene,” said Geri Furmanek, National Di-
rector of Mission Enrichment and Oblate Associates,

Reached by telephone, Fr. Santucci reflected on the re-
treat: “The focus of my presentation was ...an invitation to enter

more deeply into the Mazenodian identity by deepen-
ing their roots in the charism, spirituality and mission
given to us by Saint Eugene.”

In addition to their annual retreat and monthly
meetings, the Oblate Associates at Precious Blood par-
ticipate in outreaches supporting the Oblate Mission in
Tijuana, Mexico, and another in the Philippines that
provides food and support to help educate the children
of the indigenous Dulangan Manobo people.

Associates, guests pose with Fr. Santucci (back, green vestment)

Chula Vista Oblate Associates at a monthly meeing, l-r: Violeta
Carabeo, Bill Mason, OMI, Eugenia Vallarta, Carolina Bautista.
Floren Domingo, Antonia Tabernilla, and Oblates Scott Hill and
Jesse Esqueda. Don Arel OMI, received the renewed commit-
ment of four other Associates on Feb. 14 in San Francisco’s
International Airport chapel: Rosenda Jardin, June Lagula, Lilly
Villaluna and Elena Peralta.

Associates maintain Oblate charism

José Arong, OMI, began a chapter of the
Oblate Associates in the Chula Vista parish
area in 1997.

After Fr. Arong’s death in  2014, I ac-
cepted the provincial’s invitation to continue min-
istering with them. At present ten Associates meet
with me and Oblates Bill Mason and Don Arel
at Sacred Heart Rectory for  lunch, discussion,
Evening Prayer and Adoration of the Blessed Sac-
rament.

All live in different parishes in the San Fran-
cisco and Oakland areas.

They are Eucharist Ministers, taking Com-
munion to the home bound and helping in the church
activities in their own parishes. One teaches  CCD.
Yet another in  Oakland works in the inner city St
. Anthony’s School with undocumented children
and their families. It was an Associate who facili-
tated the Oblates in celebrating a monthly Mass at
San Francisco’s International Airport.

by Philip Singarayar, OMI



OMI-USA - 6

Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Fr. Matthias “Matt” Menger, OMI, 92, died
on Aug. 19, 2017 in San Antonio, TX
George Melancourt, father of Sch. Jean
Emmanuel Melancourt, OMI, died on March 8.
Thomas Benson, HOMI, 90, died on March 15
in Jefferson, LA.
Noreen J. (Finn) Conlon, 77, sister of Séamus
Finn, OMI, died on March 20 in Lowell, MA.
James Lougen, brother of Fr. Louis Lougen,
OMI died on April 5.
Florence Shakan, 87, sister of Fr. Charles
Breault, OMI, died on April 5.
Ana Isabel Velez Perez, 81, paternal
grandmother of Fr. David Muñoz, OMI, died on
April 14 in Rincón, Puerto Rico.

On May 2, 2018, the long-

awaited living quarters for our broth-
ers in First Formation will be blessed
and dedicated. The Scholastic Com-
munity will be housed in five residences
located across the street from Oblate
School of Theology.

Each of the five houses is not a community unto it-
self, but rather is part of a larger reality, comprising the entire
formation community.  Similar communities are seen at the
Madonna Residence and the DeMazenod Residence in San
Antonio.  Living quarters are separate from the central hous-
ing structure, that contains a community room, and a kitchen
and dining room.

The “Hill” will now be further enhanced with our
Oblate scholastics living in the area and will facilitate a
smoother “commute” to classes – located right across the
street!

Due to the efforts of our fund-raisers, the ma-
jority of funds needed for the residences has been se-
cured through the generosity of our Oblate Partners
and OMSI donors.  Our do-
nors are solidly committed to
the education of our brothers
in first formation, a commit-
ment that now has a visible
presence that fosters commu-
nity and contributes to an en-
vironment that enhances the
solid theological education of-
fered by Oblate School of The-
ology.  This a gift not only to the
U.S Province, but the Congrega-
tion worldwide.  Scholastics from
other units now study at OST, and more are on their way.
Donors will be thanked appropriately at a dinner the day
before the residences are blessed and dedicated.  Please
pray for all of our donors.

The new residences and the first formation commu-
nity will be blessed and dedicated to the spiritual patronage
of Blessed Mario Borzaga, OMI, one of the Laotian
martyrs we pray to for intercession during our community
prayer time.  This young Oblate martyr is certainly an inspi-
ration, particularly during the Oblate Year of Vocations.  For
more information on Blessed Mario Borzaga, please see the
article below, written by Joaquin Martinez,OMI:.https://
omipostulationen.weebly.com/borzaga.html

-by Art Flores, OMI

On February 8, JPIC staff attended an Inter-
Religious Prayer Service (held at Trinity

University) to remember survivors and victims of
human trafficking. Above, former JPIC member Mary
O’Herron with Janice Cooke, Séamus Finn, OMI, and
Rowena Gono.

Earlier, JPIC joined other organizations,
including National Migration Week, Slavery & Human
Trafficking Prevention Month, and St. Bakhita Day
events, in awareness-raising opportunities.
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The annual Formation-Vocation
Meeting took place in San An-
tonio on March 9 and 10. Di-

rector of Formation, Raul Salas,
chaired the meeting to which all who
are involved in first formation and vo-
cation ministries are invited.

Present for the meeting were the
4 USP Vocation Directors, the
formators from Tijuana, Godfrey, Buf-

Back, l-r: Oblates Paul Nourie, Ron LaFramboise, Pat McGee, Antonio Ponce;
front: Oblates Tuan Pham and Alex Roque  reflect on their work.

Vocation-Formation members meet
falo and San Antonio, as well as 3 Ca-
nadian Oblates, Art Flores (provincial
administration) and Ken Hannon (Ob-
late School of Theology).

Each individual took time to
share the challenges and hopeful signs
in his current ministry. Major topics of
discussion included:

 the collaboration and
communcation among

Oblates involved in all stages
beginning with the vocation
directors;

 the new Vade Mecum for
pre-novitiate formation being
proposed by the General
Formation Committee;

 mentoring for young Oblates
in their first years of full-time
ministry;

 the process of vocation
discernment and requirements
for admission, including the
pros and cons of examining a
candidate’s use of social
media;

 formation for Brother candi-
dates;

 difficulty in predicting out-
comes in first and ongoing
formation;

 interculturality in first forma-
tion.

The attendees were given a tour of the
new post-novitiate residence in San
Antonio. The post-novitiate community
includes Oblates from India,
Bangladesh, Kenya, Zambia.

The Oblate Madonna Residence for retired
Oblates in San Antonio has a new wheel
chair van. For  17 plus years the old van,

used to take men in wheelchairs to the doctor,
visit Oblates in the hospital, go to the store, out-
ings, etc., was on the point of breaking down.
            When Charles Banks, OMI, residence
superior, identified this need to Oblate Mission
fundraiser Claudia Garcia, she brought it to the
attention of retired Bishop Michael Pfeifer,
OMI. He in turn reached out to his long-time
friend Renee Benson and her son Ryan for
help. Renee responded eagerly since, as she ex-
plained, she had supplied the 1st van 17 years
before. Not finding anything suitable on their deal-
ership lots, they searched for a suitable replace-
ment among other car dealers. Eventually they suc-
ceeded.

Bishop Pfeifer and Renee Benson give the van keys to Fr.  Banks.

Thus, a long path of generosity and concern secured the perfect solu-
tion to a desperate need for the veteran Oblates at Madonna.
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T he Missionary Oblate
Partnership held its seventh
Annual De Mazenod

Conference over the weekend of
February 9-11, 2018 on the campus
of Oblate School of Theology in San
Antonio, TX.

This year’s conference brought
the Partnership together with the U.S.
Province’s Administrative Team to
reflect and comment on three major
areas of concern for the Province as it
moves forward: Sustainability, Ministry,
and Vocations.

Officially, the Partnership was
formed in June, 2006 in order to
provide a new way for Oblates to
engage with individuals and institutions
who support the Oblate charism of
evangelizing the world’s poor. The
Partnership seeks to nurture a
collaborative relationship between its
members and the Oblates themselves.
Partnership President, Artie Pingolt,
goes beyond the boiler-plate statement:

“I think the Partnership has

been kind of pushing an institutionally-
reflective agenda, and it’s reflective of
our membership.”

“We have a number of partners
who are involved in Church leadership,
whether it’s in the U.S. Bishops’
Conference, in the foundation world, or
among our non-Oblate Clergy Partners,
Artie explained. ”We also have
theologians, writers, innovators…even
a Muslim and a Jewish member. … It’s
a body that’s growth-centered and
question-asking, and I think the Oblates
saw a variety of talent that they could
draw on in an advisory capacity.”

The discussion-pump was
primed by keynote addresses featuring
Brad Myers, formerly Senior Program
Officer at the Conrad Hilton
Foundation, now a private consultant in
the field of philanthropy, and U.S.
Oblate Provincial,  Louis Studer, OMI.
There were also presentations on
specific conference topics by Province
Treasurer, James Chambers, OMI,
(Sustainability), Vicar-Provincial/ Office

of Mission & Ministry, James Brobst,
OMI, (Ministry) and Vocations
Director, Richard Hall, OMI.

A working group  will narrow
down the themes and specific
suggestions from the meeting, which will
then be matched with the Oblates, their
resources, and convictions. Oblate
Partnership Members named to this
group include: Sermet Agolli; Bob
Klosterman; Frank Gittinger; Shari
Biediger; Ed Murray, HOMI; Oblates
Lou Studer, Jim Chambers, Jim Brobst;
and Artie Pingolt.

The Partnership’s new Mission
Fund made grants to Oblate ministries
in Chad, Tijuana, India, Paraguay, Peru,
Haiti and here in the U.S.

The Partnership funded nearly
three-quarters of the finances needed
to build the School of Theology in
Zambia. It also provided nearly 60%
of the funds for the new residences at
the Oblate Scholasticate in San Antonio.

Partnership holds annual Conference

(From an acticle by Will Shaw in the
February 26 OMIUSA on the web site,
www.omiusa.org.)
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This year, Archbishop Emeritus Harry Flynn,
HOMI, an Oblate Partner since 2007, hosted the
Minnesota Partners’ Winter meeting at his residence

in St. Paul, MN.
After a welcome and opening prayer by Archbishop

Flynn, Artie Pingolt reviewed the Partnership Calendar with
attendees, followed by a Mass at which Jim Deegan, OMI
presided and Lou Studer, OMI preached.

Other Partners in attendance were Fr. Dan Griffith, Mary
& Kevin Henseler, MD, Julie & Doug Craven, Yoko & Richard LaBute, Barb
Sidders, Lynmarie Winninger, Marge Busch, Fr. Kevin McDonough and three
sisters of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe Congregation, guests of  Archbishop
Flynn.

From l-r: Lou Studer, OMI, Archbishop Flynn, Artie
Pingolt, Len Busch, and Thom Winninger.

Winter Partnership Meeting held

Front, l-r:  Frank Kuczera, OMI, Michael Kabazo; back, l-r: Joey Methe, Pat 
McGee, OMI, Bishop Krotki, Wilbroad Kapembwa. Jack Lau, OMI, Lazaro Leal

Bishop Tony Krotki,
OMI, bishop of
Churchhill-Hudson

Bay, the largest diocese in
the world, visited the novi-
tiate community on March
2-6.

During his visit he
spent time sharing his expe-
riences and countless sto-
ries. He also celebrated both
Sunday Masses at St.
Ambrose in Godfrey, where
he had the congregation
both laughing and crying.

2018 SUMMER MEETING,
WASHINGTON, DC

OMI Provincial Residence
June 22-23

Tour of African American Museum,
Lunch at National Gallery, Meeting w
OMI Leadership, Special Guest: Mr.
Denis McDonough (Chief of Staff,

President Barack Obama), Docent Tour
of National Galley, Optional Tours:

National Basilica, Holocaust Museum,
Bible Museum
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A standing room only congregation joined Bishop
Michael R. Cote at the closing ceremonies of the
Oblates’ Immaculata Retreat House in Willimantic,

CT on Feb. 25. In his opening remarks,  Daniel Renaud,
OMI, recalled that it was 58 years since Leo C. Monette,
OMI, welcomed the first retreatants to the new facility dedi-
cated to Mary Immaculate.

In his homily, Jim Brobst OMI, expressed his grati-
tude “for the countless volunteers, employees, retreat
preachers, who have given of their time and talents;

for bene-
factors (to
the Ob-
lates in
g e n e r a l ,
and to
Willimantic
in particu-
lar) and
retreatants; most importantly, to God – not only for this sanctuary,
but for the love which brought it into being.”

Bishop Cote remarked, “It’s a great loss for the diocese, and particularly
sorrowful to see it come to this point. But we know it’s in the hands of God.
So we thank the Oblates kindly, we look upon you with great memory and
will always cherish what you brought to this diocese, and ask God to bless
you in the years ahead.”

CT. Retreat House closed

Mrs. Ida Maillet, shown here between 
Oblates Daniel Renaud and Richard Coté, 
has made 65 retreats at Immaculata over 
its 58 year history.

L-R  Descendants and family of former Oblate Brother
Lyman Rivers (who oversaw the construction of Immacu-
lata), with Salvador “Chava” Gonzalez, OMI: Michaela
Suchomel, Roxanne LaCasse, Adam Suchomel,  Jeannine
Rivers, Bernard LaCasse, Chava, Brenda Pierce

Lou Studer, OMI concelebrated
with Ray Cook, OMI, and
was homilist at Rice University,

Houston, TX, on Feb. 18. Ray was pro-
moted last Spring to Director of Cam-
pus Ministry for the Newman Center,
in addition to being the Chaplain and
Administrator for St. Mary’s chapel for
the Diocese of Galveston Houston.  He
was also appointed as President of the
Joint Campus Ministers for Rice Uni-
versity which represents 23 different
faith traditions on campus.

Rice University was selected by
the USCCB to participate in a national
study on Campus Ministry and Ray was
selected to study and present the data

Oblates Ray Cook (l) and Lou Studer at Mass.

Oblate Ray Cook promoted at Rice U
on the “Personal Struggles
Facing Young Adults in Col-
lege at the University of
Notre Dame” this past No-
vember. This study led to
Ray be selected to co-chair
the USCCB Secretariat of
Education committee on
Diversity and Intercultural
Competencies along with
the Campus Ministry at
Stamford University.

Ray is studying for
his Doctor of Ministry in
Homiletics and is completing his 4th year
of a six year program. About 30 people
were attending Sunday Mass at Rice

U. when Ray  became Chaplain three
years ago. Over 300 were in attendance
at the 10 February 18 Mass alone!
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Eight Oblates (Greg Gallagher,
Paco Gomez, Jim Loiacono,
Humphrey Milimo, Paul

Nourie, Alex Roque, John Staak,
Steve Vasek) minister at three parishes
on the west side of Buffalo, NY, and  at
a nearby prison and local hospital;  and
teach at a local seminary and at
D’Youville College where Oblate pre-
novices study Philosophy.

Presently, 12 nationalities and 16
languages comprise this ethnically di-
verse west side community of Catho-
lics where Oblates served since 1851.
St. Eugene de Mazenod himself sent
Oblates to minister in Buffalo.

Five of the Oblates speak
Spanish; four are fluent in French (a
large group from Congo and central
Africa have moved into these parishes).

Buffalo NY multicultural ministry
by Lou Studer, OMI

Jim Loiacono, OMI, Chris Din, Mateusz Garstecki, Henry Zayomoe, Alex Roque,
OMI, Mark Anthony Hernandez, Paul Nourie, OMI

A couple Oblates dabble (their word)
in Karini, one of several native lan-
guages of a large population from
Myanamar fleeing oppression from an
unstable government who have made Buf-
falo their home in the past several years.

A rich variety of languages was
used in the Holy Week liturgies and mu-
sic from a wide variety of these native
cultures had been carefully rehearsed.

Several parishioners repeatedly
expressed to me their thanks for the
Oblates ministering here and also for the
generosity of the seminarians in minis-
tering in these parishes.

The four pre-novices  have
many opportunities for ministry at these
culturally diverse parishes, besides their
studies in Philosophy, along with a pro-
gram of Oblate formation,  preparing
them for the Novitiate. Some of them
also minister at the senior high rise fa-
cility, a short walk from the seminary.

Ethnic diversity is evident in the parishioners of the Passion Play. Yes,
there are two Oblates and a pre-novice in the mix.

John Staak and parishioner

Paco Gomez and altar  girl
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Reflections from the Belleville,  IL Meeting,
February 22-23, 2018

Kings House, Belleville, stays busy with high school
retreats, men’s and women’s silent retreats, and
outreach to those suffering from addictions.  Deacon

Doug Boyer is the Director of the retreat house.  Mark
Dean, OMI, is introducing the spirituality of “Visio Divina,”
which  uses  images and pictures as a way of praying rather
than text (Lectio Divina).  King’s House also  takes retreat
ministry to the nearby prisons. Chava Gonzales, OMI
coordinates retreats in Spanish.

At the Novitiate, three formators and five novices form
the Oblate community. The Novitiate is both intercultural and

international, serving
novices from four
countries. An inter-
community novitiate
program brings
together seven other
congregations to
participate in a joint
formation program.
The Oblate Ecologic-
cal Initiative con-

tinues to thrive, with folks in the area committed to the care
for the earth and love of the Oblates present at this Novitiate
site since 1951.

The majority of the Oblates at St. Henry’s Community
are ministering all over the diocese and neighboring dioceses.
Gerry Weber, OMI, serves as Treasurer of the community;
Jim Allen, OMI, is the Superior.   Allen Maes, OMI, and
Andy Lawlor, OMI, are very generous in helping the senior
Oblates with doctor visits and errands.

The Oblate Missionary Society, Inc. (OMSI)
celebrates 10 years in 2018!  OMSI unites three Oblate

fundraising efforts in

In front, l-r: Mark Dean and Pat McGee

Dale Schlitt and Chava Gonzalez

Jack Lau and Billy Morell Jim Allen and John Ettensohn

Allen Maes and Bill Johnson

the province:  Oblate Missions, the Missionary Association,
and the Oblate Partnership. Oblates  Billy Morell and
Jim Chambers have done an outstanding job, along with
our employees, in making this happen.  OMSI promotes
fundraising but, just as important, promotes mission.  OMSI
makes known the ministries and charism of the Oblates all
over the world.  Our donors tell us that they support us
because “Oblates do good missionary work with the poor.”

David Uribe, OMI, will replace Billy Morell as
the Oblate
E x e c u t i v e
Director at OMSI
in the coming
year.  Andy
Knop, Director
of the Shrine of
Our Lady of the
Snows, will
become the “face
and name” of our
fundraising efforts
at MAMI.  Nino
Lajo, OMI, is
the “face and name” of the Hispanic side of OM;  Art
Flores of the English side of OM.  Much gratitude to John

Madigan, OMI, for his ministry with our
mission donors and support  of   Andy,
who is emphasizing to the employees that
the ministry to the pilgrims at the Shrine
of Our Lady of the Snows is primary.

Harold Fisher, OMI, Vocation
Director, is currently in contact with 17
men interested in the Oblates.  Seven of
them are currently thinking of joining the
pre-novitiate in Buffalo, with three
definitely applying for Fall 2018.
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Reflections from Buffalo, MN, Meeting, March
1-2, 2018

Fernand Jetté, former Superior General, reminded us,
“Retreat houses are privileged places of evangelization.”
Our retreat houses do the important, necessary work of bringing

the good news of Jesus Christ to the poor.
7,000(!) people walk through King’s House, Buffalo, each

year, with 35,000 meals being served annually. The Retreat Center is
so busy that sometimes,
unfortunately, they have to
say “no” to those wanting to
schedule retreats.

Four groups of
Oblate Associates are
connected to King’s
House, one of which is of
the Hmong people.  Two
new Associates will be
joining in April.

Regions Hospital in
Minneapolis has been

served by Oblates since
the mid 1960’s.  Ron
Harrer, OMI, is
currently the only
Catholic chaplain for
this large hospital of 550
beds.  Some days there
are requests for Ron to
visit as many as 70
people in a day.

Oblates on the
White Earth
Reservation staff six
parishes in north-central

Minnesota.  The
Kateri Circle is an
important way
that the Oblates
are pursuing to
further integrate
Native spirituality
into the faith life of
the Native
peoples.  John
Cox, OMI,
serves on the

Dick Sudlik and Mike Powell

Dan Bozek and Norm Volk

Jim Deegan

John Cox, Dan Nassany and Joe Hitpas

John Cox and Terry Figel

priests’ council for the diocese, where the use of
opioids continues to be
a major problem.

In St. Paul
there is a large Karin
community at St.
Casimir’s a Hmong
community at St.
Patrick’s parish , and a
Polish group, (founders
of the parish), who
continue to worship at
St. Casimir’s .  Uniting
these culturally diverse groups is a challenge in
terms of helping them become more sensitive and
understanding of each other’s cultures.  Mike
Powell, OMI, pastor, struggles to discover ways
to help these diverse cultures work together and
worship as one family

Ray Kirtz and Lon Konold
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At the celebration of their 125th anniversary on
October 10, 2017, the Sisters of the Holy
Spirit and Mary Immaculate in San Antonio

recalled their foundation and development. For the
Oblates present, David Kalert, Charlie Banks,
and Billy Morell, it seemed like a page out of the
playbook of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate -  in-
spired by Is. 61:1-2, dedicated to serving those on the
margins of society.

On Pentecost 1887, Margaret Mary Healy-
Murphy sat in San Antonio’s St Mary’s parish, under
the care of the Oblates. There she heard and took to
heart the challenge and plea: who will reach out to the most
abandoned community in the US, the recently freed
slaves?A few years later, at the age of 60, she answered
that question, founding the Congregation of the Sisters of the
Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate.

About hundred years later, Rufus Whitley, OMI,
challenged then provincial,  Sr. Christina Mitchell to travel to
Zambia to visit the new mission established by the Oblates
as a possible site for a new foreign mission of her congrega-

tion. Four people present at that meeting in Kalabo were
also present at the 125th anniversary celebration: Sr. Gerry
Klein, Sr. Rose McHugh, and Oblates Billy Morell and
Brain Wallace.

Today,  the two congregations under patronage of
Mary Immaculate are thriving in their service with the people
on the margins of the great Zambezi River and the margins
of Zambian society.  Sr Mary Margaret and St Eugene must
be proud.

Thomas Benson, HOMI, 90,
died on March 15, 2018 in
Jefferson, LA. His Mass of

Christian burial took place at New Or-

leans’ St. Louis Cathedral, formerly
under the care of the Oblates. In the
traditional “New Orleans style” fu-
neral procession, his widow, Gayle

carried  Tom’s Oblate Cross.
Cut & paste to watch:
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=Zj9ZV_qvAz8&feature=share

Tom owned two pro-
fessional sports teams in New
Orleans: the New Orleans Saints
and  the New Orleans Pelicans.

Billy Morell, OMI
remembered  Benson’s Oblate
connection. “He had a decades-
long friendship with countless
Oblates,”

“Tom’s decades-long
support of Oblate works, espe-
cially education and formation,
was most generous.  He donated

his former home in San Antonio to the
Oblates and it still serves as an Oblate
residence. .... His substantial gifts
helped endow Oblate School of The-
ology for the future.

“In my many visits with Tom, I
noticed he wore his Oblate Cross with
pride. On one visit to his office in New
Orleans, Tom gestured to the wall cov-
ered with his many certificates, awards
and honors. Then, with pride, he pointed
to the Honorary Oblate certificate which
was at the very center of the wall. He said
it was put in the most important place for
a good reason.  He said it was at the cen-
ter of all his honors.”

The Oblates remembered
him at a Memorial Mass at Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio
attended by US Provincial, Fr. Louis
Studer. OST President, Fr. Ron
Rohlheiser delivered the homily.”Gayle Benson, Tom’s widow, places his

Oblate cross on the casket.

Honorary Oblate laid to rest in N.O.

Originally Published on OMIWORLD.ORG

Congregation celebrates 125th,
has Oblate connection
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Oblates celebrate ordination, profession jubilees

The 2018 jubilee anniversaries of 41 Oblates noting first profession and of 26 observing
ordination to the priesthood are scheduled in three locations:  at the Oblate
School of Theology, San Antonio, TX, on April 10;   Immaculate Heart of Mary

Residence, Tewksbury, MA, on June 11; and Our Lady of the Snows Shrine, Belleville,
IL, on Sept. 10.

Besides the  U.S. Areas,  jubilarians minister in five  mission  fields:  Brazil,
Guatemala,  Japan, the Philippines and Ireland.

Ordination

1943 Seventy-Five Years
Rev. Clarence Zachman

1948 Seventy Years
Rev. Armand Carignan (Philippines)
Rev. Joseph Menker

1953 Sixty-Five Years
Rev. Gilmond Boucher
Rev. Henri Delisle
Rev. William Hallahan
Rev. Charles Hurkes
Rev. Thomas Killeen
Rev. Raymond Kirtz
Rev. George Kirwin
Rev. George Kuryvial
Rev. David O’Brien (Brazil)
Rev. Francis (Ted) Pfeifer
Rev. Cornelius Scanlan

1948 Seventy Years
Rev. Clarence Zachman

1953 Sixty-Five Years
Rev. Armand Carignan (Philippines)
Rev. Joseph Menker

1958 Sixty Years
Rev. Gilmond Boucher
Rev. Henri Delisle
Rev. Charles Hurkes

First Profession

Rev. Thomas Killeen
Rev. Raymond Kirtz
Rev. George Kirwin
Rev. George Kuryvial
Rev. Amador Lopez
Rev. Kevin O’Conor (Ireland)
Rev. Eugene Prendiville
Rev. Edward Vrazel

1968 Fifty Years
Rev. Rev. Raymond Lebrun
Rev. Vincent Louwagie (Guatemala)

Rev. Allen Maes
Rev. Jerome Novotny (Japan)
Rev. Clyde Rausch
Rev. Norman Volk
Rev. Paul Wilhelm

1978 Forty Years
Rev. John Curran

1987 Twenty-Five Years
Rev. Richard Hall

Rev. Harry Schuckenbrock
Rev. Eugene Prediville

1958 Sixty Years
Rev. Donald Arel
Rev. Richard Bolduc
Rev. Raymond Bourgoin (Japan)
Bro. Daniel Bozek
Rev. John Drexel (Brazil)
Rev. Charles Héon
Rev. John Hogan
Rev. David Kalert
Rev. Paul Medeiros (Brazil)
Rev. Eugene Cañas
Rev. Paul Nourie
Rev. Norman Parent
Most Rev. Michael Pfeifer
Rev. Isidor Garcia

Rev. Wiliam Sheehan
Rev.  Harry Winter

1966 Fifty Years
Rev. Gregory Cholewa
Rev. Stephen Conserva
Bro. William Johnson
Bro. Patrick McGee
Rev. Daniel Nassaney
Rev. JoséeTorres
Rev. Eugene Tremblay

1978 Forty Years
Rev. Warren Brown (Gen. Admin.)
Rev. Kevin Collins

1987 Twenty-Five Years
Rev. Lawrence Mariasoosai
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 Lord, send  out
your Spirit, and

renew the face of
the earth.

 The Most Rev. Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, will ordain Victor
Manuel Patricio-Silva, OMI, to the priesthood in a ceremony in the
Oblate School of Theology’s Immaculate Conception Memorial Chapel
on May 18, 2018.
 The Oblates will be coordinating and serving as Chaplains for all
the prison ministry in Zambia. There are 35 prisons in the country. The
Oblate chaplains will also take on the important responsibility of help-
ing prisoners re-integrate into community life once they are released
from prison. This is often very difficult for them because of the stigma
attached to having served time.  (Six Oblates will be ordained in July
in Zambia. They have 24 pre- novices this year!)
 Oblates Kevin Collins, Pablo Wilhelm and Roy Snipes,

pastors in  Brownsville, Roma and Mission, TX have begun a post card campaign
throughout Texas to petition legislators there to protect the rights of children born
in the U.S. and their families, and for them to be able to stay, with protection and
freedom, in the United States.

 The celebration of 150 years of Oblate presence in Lowell, MA, began
with Masses celebrated at St. Joseph the Worker Shrine in Lowell on April 18,
at which  the original chalice and patten that  Fr. Andre-Marie Garin, OMI,
used when he came to Lowell used.      On April 18, 1868, Father Garin accom-
panied by Fr. Lucien Lagier, OMI, at the request of Bishop John Williams,
began a two-week mission in the basement of St. Patrick Church.The resulting
mission eventually led to the establishment of St. Joseph Parish on Lee Street for
French Canadians and Immaculate Conception Parish on East Merrimack Street
for Catholics residing in Belvidere. The weekend of October 13-14, 2018 will
be the center piece of that celebration, with the hope that Cardinal
O’Malley will be able to attend.

       Following his return from ministry on
the Alaskan peninsula of Kenai, Scott Hill,
OMI (holding sign), joined the youth of
America and of many other countries at the rally
and March for Our Lives demonstration on
March 24, raising the voice of the youth so that
they may be heard in the halls of State and Fed-
eral government.

 Andy Knop, OMI, (left with Louie
Lougen, OMI,) has been named the new Oblate
Director at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the
Snows in Belleville, IL. replacing Fr. Ovalle.  Father
Andy grew up in Katowice, Poland, where he first
became acquainted with the Oblates of Mary
Immaculate. Ordained in 1989, he became a
member of the U.S. province in 1991.


